
814

home life; to prevent children from growing up paupers;
to enlist volunteers in charitable work; to give the public ,
information of the wants of the poor. :

New York, March 27th, 1889.

ROME.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Health of the Pope.
DR. LAPPONI, whose appointment as body-physician to

Leo XIII. has been announced, finds his Holiness, I
understand, in very good health, and quite equal to the
rather fatiguing ordeal of the Easter ceremonies now
imminent.

Proposed Health Resort on the Red Sea.
The Italian Government seem determined to retain their

foothold at Massowah, and to keep themselves in readiness
for whatever territorial aggrandisement in an inland
direction may be favoured by circumstances. The want of
good summer quarters, however, has been felt as a severe
disadvantage, and attempts are being made to establish
these in as accessible and satisfactory a position as possible.
Asmara, a tract of hill country some eighty miles from
the coast, is at present in contemplation as a resort for the
garrison during the hot season, and from investigations
already in progress it seems well fitted for the purpose.
A line of railway would bring Massowah in about three
hours into immediate communication with the Uain&agrave;-dag&agrave;
region, of which Asmara forms a part-a region with an
elevation of from 1600 to 2400 metres, a mean temperature
of 16&deg; to 18&deg; C., and a soil so well peopled and fertile that
it yields three crops a year. The distinguished Italian
explorer, Captain Cecchi, gives further particulars of a

satisfactory kind with regard to Asmara, and these are
found to be in harmony with observations made by the
well-known German traveller, Rohlfs, in the same region.
This may be but the beginning of an enterprise which will
have important effects on the civilisation of the Red Sea
littoral, and of the country that slopes upward from it, and
cannot fail to be watched with interest by those powers
which determine the stream of traffic between the Niedi-
terranean and the Indian Ocean.

Professor Ernst H&auml;ckel.
This illustrious biologist is now in Rome, and on the

10th inst. he paid a visit to the Laboratory of Comparative
Anatomy, which is under the direction of one who for

twenty years has been his friend and fellow-worker,
Professor F. Gasco. As the distinguished Jena professor
was leaving the building the students gathered round him,
and Professor Gasco, interpreting their wish, asked him as
a favour to give a lecture then and there on the 11 Sipliono-
fori," his splendid monograph on which, compiled from his
observations on board the Challenger, he had just presented
to Professor Gasco. Professor Hickel assented at once,
and, exhibiting from the monograph fifty superb plates
designed by himself with admirable skill, he held his young
audience in rapt attention as lie explained, in fluent Italian,
the zoological characters, the anatomical structure, and the
biology generally of the interesting organisms studied by
him for thirty years, not only off the Canary Islands and in
the Indian Ocean, but in Italian waters off Naples, Messina,
and Trieste. The improvised lecture was a brilliant success.
Professor Hackel, it seems, is on the International Com-
mittee for the monument to Giordano Bruno, a Renaissance
heretic and philosopher very dear to young Italy, and, as
the result of his visit to the Roman University, an important
place will be given him in the ceremony at which the monu-
ment will be unveiled.

Professor Adolf Strunpell.
Another guest from beyond the Alps, the well-known

German clinician, Dr. Adolf Strumpell, also paid a visit to
the University, and was present in the Clinica Medica
during the delivery of a lecture on Malaria by Professor
Guido Baccelli. The distinguished president of the Acca-
demia Medica di Rorna was in his happiest vein, and at the
close of the lecture Dr. Strumpell expressed to him his high
appreciation of the intellectual treat at which lie had just
assisted. This rapprochement between the German and

Italian representatives of medicine, particularly in presence
of the undergraduate youth of Italy, cannot fail to react
for good on the less advanced of the two nationalities.
Rome, April 12th.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

AN extraordinary Comitia of the College was held on
Wednesday last, the l7th inst., Sir Andrew Clark, Bart.,
President, in the chair.
The President intimated that the resignation of Sir H.

Pitman would take effect on May 2nd, the date of the next
Comitia, and that lie would submit the name of Dr. Edward
Liveing to succeed Sir Henry in the office of Hegistrar.
A communication was read from the Colonial Oflice

asking for information upon the incubation periods of yellow
fever, cholera, and small-pox, with a view to the duration
of quarantine in those diseases. The President nominated
Sir Joseph Fayrer, Dr. Balfour, Dr. Cayley, Dr. Thorne
Thorne, and Dr. Seaton to report on the subject.
A communication from the Provisional Committee of the

International Congress on Hygiene and Statistics (London,
1891) was read, and Dr. Thorne Thorne and Dr. Ballard were
nominated to serve as representatives of the College upon
the committee.
The report of the special committee, appointed on

Feb. 7th, on the question of the fever hospitals of the

Metropolitan Asylums Board being made available for
clinical study, was received and adopted. It recommended
that steps should at once be taken with this object, and,
without expressing an opinion as to whether the study of
fever should be compulsory, the committee felt strongly that
every facility and inducement should be offered to those
who wish to study at the fever hospitals, and was prepared
to submit a scheme to carry this into effect. The report
was adopted, and the matter again referred to the com-
mittee ; a motion also being carried requesting the President
to seek an interview with the President of the Local Govern-
ment Board on the matter.
A report from the Leprosy Committee was read. It

stated that the documents forwarded by the Government
on the subject of leprosy since 1887 did not contain much,
if any, new information. In view of the fact that there
is increasing evidence respecting the communicability of
leprosy, the committee repeated "with greater urgency"
the recommendation made in 1887, that the Government
should institute a full and careful scientific investigation,
which would entail expense and require considerable time.
The adoption of the report was moved by Dr. Symes
Thompson, who said that the disease was spreading very
much among communities in South Africa; and seconded
by Dr. Handtield Jones, who thought that the College should
express more definitely its opinion of the contagiousness of
the disease and the need for compulsory segregation. This
view was not accepted by other speakers, but all concurred
in the urgency for a thorough scientific investigation, and
it was referred to the committee to draw up a statement
respecting the scope of such inquiry, for submission to the
Government.
A report of a committee on "Blackwater Fever" was

read, adopted, and ordered to be forwarded to the Colonial
Office. 

______________

Obituary.
DR. VON LAUER.

THE late Emperor William’s physician in ordinary,
Dr. von Lauer, died at 11.30 P.M. on the 8th inst. He
entered in 1825, at the age of sixteen, the Pepiniere, an
establishment in Berlin for training physicians and surgeons
for the army. In 1828 he was appointed one of the

surgeons in the Charite, in 1830 surgeon of a company,
in 1836 pensioners’ physician, in 1839 staff physician,
in 1843 physician of a regiment, in 1859 superior staff
physician, in 1861 physician-general, in 1864 physician-
general of the Guards, and in 1879 staff physician-
general of the army. In 1844 he was appointed physician
in ordinary to the late Emperor William, then only Prince


